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heard that I was coming. He and Raja arrived at
the station to meet me, each one blissfully
unconscious of the other's presence. I saw them
both and was rather nervous at the friend's recep-
tion of Raja, but when I introduced them to each
other though the friend looked very suspiciously at
Raja, he asked no questions.

From that day onwards, I spent most of my
time with Raja. We used to go to cinemas and
long drives, but Raja always maintained a distant
attitude. Though I knew he must be liking me
enough to spend so many hours with me daily, I
did not know if he cared for me as he hardly gave
any indication of his feelings. This was yet one
more reason for which I liked him.

I had been used to a fair amount of attention,
and I took it for granted that people should like
me. This was merely because I did not see any
reason for them to dislike me and not because it
was my due. Raja's indifference rather piqued me
at first and so may be I went out of my way to break
the crust which he seemed to build around him.
We were together many hours.each day. We just
talked endlessly and never seemed to be bored with
one another.

Just before I left for Ahmedabad one evening
Raja casually said, "When shall we get married, my
dear?" Just a simple question put in a simple way
by a man whose heart was as simple and pure as a
child's.

I was rather taken aback and yet I was very
thrilled by this most unusual method of proposing.
For a week we had been seeing each other daily and
no word of love had been uttered by either of us. I
knew Raja liked me, but I did not guess that he
was in love. As for me, the more I saw him the
more I liked him. He was so very different from any
other man I knew. Yet I was not sure that I loved